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Mossberg plans to stay in North Haven
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By Daniel Jackson The North Haven Citizen

Despite political pressure and offers to relocate to other states, Senior Vice

President of Mossberg and Sons, Inc., Joseph Bartozzi said the gun

manufacturer will stay, saying North Haven “is our home.”

“Would we ever consider moving? Of course, but that doesn’t mean that’s our

preference,” Bartozzi said. “Our headquarters are here in Connecticut and

that’s where we’re going to be in the foreseeable future.”

He said Connecticut workers possess a skill set for manufacturing firearms

that is second to none in the world. Mossberg employs workers who have

worked for the company for 40, 50 years and have come from other gun

companies such as Colt, Winchester, Marlin and Smith and Wesson.

But in the last few months, gun manufacturers in Connecticut have

reconsidered staying in the state. They say the hostile rhetoric coming from

Connecticut politicians make them feel unwelcome.

In the wake of the shooting in Newtown, lawmakers in Hartford created a strict

set of firearm laws which, among things, banned magazines that could hold

more than 10 rounds of ammunition and defined “assault weapon” as any

semi-automatic firearm that possessed at least one “military feature.”

According to the National Shooting Sports Foundation, the trade association for the firearms industry, only one

company has left the Connecticut firearms industry — an industry that 1.75 billion dollars in economic activity to the

state. PTR Industries, a gun company based in Bristol, , announced that it was moving to South Carolina. Other
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companies like Mossberg received dozens of letters

inviting it to relocate its business elsewhere, places that

said they were gun and business friendlier than

Connecticut.

For more than 100 years, Connecticut has been known as

“gun valley,” a place where for decades, firearm

manufacturers bored barrels and put blue finishes on

steel.

North Haven has been part of that history. Marlin firearms,

maker of the guns Annie Oakley used, made arms in town

until it moved out of state in 2010. While Mossberg opened

it’s doors in 1919, it moved to the town in 1960 and rolled

out its first Mossberg 500 shotgun in 1961 — the fastest-

selling shotgun in the world and the shotgun used in the

U.S. Military, according to Mossberg.

Today, Mossberg operates two plants, one in Texas and the other in North Haven. Bartozzi said the company uses

the Connecticut plant to manufacture its newer product lines, its more specialized products.

At a recent visit to the Mossberg factory, a row of black rifles, Mossberg’s version of the AR-15 called the MMR, was

stacked by the test-firing range. Every gun in the Mossberg plant is test-fired before being sent out. The seven-pound

guns were fresh from the assembly, ready to be sold across the nation, but not in Connecticut. While the guns’

stamping states the MMRs were made in North Haven, these guns are illegal to own in the state, Bartozzi said,

because they have a detachable magazines and are a semi-automatic gun that shoots center-fire rounds, a kind of

ammunition which is ignited by a pin striking the center of the bullet.

Mossberg was active in discussions in Hartford and Washington, D.C. about gun control. Bartozzi said the company

had “respectful but firm dialogue” with lawmakers. In the midst of the rhetoric about gun control , Gov. Dannel Malloy

and other top lawmakers ss made statements about the gun industry that were “unflattering and untrue.”

In an April 7 interview with CNN, Malloy described the gun industry as an institution that justs wants to sell its wares,

regardless of consequences.

“What this is about is the ability of the gun industry to sell as many guns to as many people as possible,” he said in

the interview, “even if they’re deranged, even if they’re mentally ill, even if they have a criminal record. They don’t care.”

Lawrence Keane, senior vice president of the National Shooting Sports Foundation, said the industry asked Malloy to

apologize for his remarks, but he said the governor refused to apologize.

When asked if the governor still stands by his assessment of the firearms industry, Andrew Doba, director of

communications for the governor, said it was a matter of priorities.

“The governor made a decision to prioritize public safety,” he said, “and we believe the gun law he signed will

improve public safety. I’ll let the industry speak for itself.”

Bartozzi said the governor’s comments make Connecticut a cold place for business for Mossberg.

“It does make you feel unwanted,” Bartozzi said.

After the new Connecticut gun legislation passed, Mossberg started receiving letters from all over the country, inviting

Mossberg to do business in other states. Mossberg received at least one letter every day for three to four weeks after

the new legislation was passed.

“New Hampshire sent a very nice letter, signed by every republican member of the house,” Bartozzi said

Nine U.S. Congressmen from Texas wrote a letter inviting Connecticut gun manufacturers to the Lone Star State,

saying “We look forward to calling y’all Texans!”

“If you relocate to Texas, you will have friends in Congress who fight for you and for the jobs you create,” said U.S.

Congressman Roger Williams. Williams, a Republican from Texas, also signed the letter to Mossberg.

Bartozzi said the company had “very nice visits” with the governors of Texas and South Dakota.

While Bartozzi says he lost respect for the top politicians in the state, he says First Selectman of North Haven Michael

Freda “has been a really good guy.”

Freda said Mossberg is an important part of the North Haven community.

“They are a company that has not only employs a lot of people here,” he said, “but in my discussions with them,

they’re looking to hire people at a very good rate of pay.”

Marlin Firearms left the town in 2010 after Remington, the company that owns Marlin, consolidated its operations.

Freda said Connecticut has a reputation of being a tough state in which to do business because it lacks a lot of tax

benefits, has high labor costs and high tax rates.

Freda said the offers that Mossberg received to move reminded him of his former corporate career, when companies

were maneuvering for the same clients.

“I never liked that predatory environment,” he said.

When other companies would try to take his business in his corporate career, Freda said he responded in kind,

being a competitive person. But it is tough for a selectman for a town to take on Texas.

“When you’ve got a governor from another state coming in, our governor has to move into play and help us with that,”

he said.

Malloy’s director of communications said when Texas and Connecticut has competed for big business in the past,

Connecticut won the business. When ESPN was deciding between Texas and Connecticut, it decided that bigger

wasn’t better. It relocated to the land of steady habits. Doba said Connecticut offers a better quality of life and better

educated workers. Malloy also has invested into technical education, he added.
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However, the National Shooting Sports Foundation disagrees that the state is a good place for business.

“It’s not just gun companies, Connecticut is one of the worst states to make any products,” Keane said.

While PTR Industries made headlines when it moved its operations to the South, Keane expects that many gun

companies will invest their money into their out of state plants, like Colt Manufacturing Company. Like Mossberg, Colt

has a plant out of state. Colt recently started a plant in Florida.

“They didn’t expand in Connecticut,” Keane said.
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